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Photo of the month 

The next volunteersô social 
The next social is going to be 10pin bowling in 
Leamington!  Free for all volunteers (and you 
can bring 1 guest along with you).   
 
Weôll be bowling on Tue 20th April starting at 
6:30pm.  We need to book places so if youôd 
like to come along please let Amy know. And if 
you have any good ideas for what we can do 
at our summer volunteer social then please let 
Amy know! 
 
 

Pubs Friday night 
Some of the staff and volunteers have been 
casually meeting up at the Cricketers on a 
Friday evening  from 4.30pm (once the re-
use shops close) and weôd love to see more 
of you down there so if youôre free please 
pop over.  For those of you who donôt know 
the Cricketers, itôs the pub by the Victoria 
park bowling green (19 Archery Road, 
Leamington Spa, CV31 3PT).   
 
Hope to see you there!  
 

Cycling Safety 
On a rainy Wednesday in late November two of 
our volunteers were knocked off their bicycles!  
Luckily both could walk away from the scene, 
but this does raise the issue of road safety as 
many of us at Action 21 are keen cyclists.  Weôre 
really encouraging everyone to protect 
themselves with high vis jackets, helmets and 
lights.  This is a great website for cheap safety 
equipment:  http://www.cycleclothinguk.com/ 
 

Keep up to date with what weôre doing 
Check out our blog (www.action-21.blogspot.com) and keep 
an eye on our website as itôs currently being revamped. 
 

Kristoff the clown from Leamington town 

with our Chair of Directors Gareth, 

conducting very serious business 

 

http://www.cycleclothinguk.com/
http://www.action-21.blogspot.com/
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Weôve got a new director representing volunteers on our board 
Nancy Jones, a shop and PAT volunteer at The Recycle Warehouse, has just signed up to become 
our newest Action 21 director!  Nancyôs main role will be to act as the voice of volunteers at a board 
level, working closely with Amy to make sure that volunteers continue to be given a big say in Action 
21ôs work. 
 
You can contact Nancy by emailing nancyjones90@gmail.com or leaving a message at the Recycle 
Warehouse on 01926 426369 

 

Safety Boots for volunteers 
After consulting with our volunteers weôve 
decided to provide steel toe capped boots for all 
PAT and re-use shop volunteers that lift heavy 
items.  Weôre defining a heavy item as anything 
which requires two or more people to lift it.  At 
the moment weôre finding out what size boots 
people need so that we can place a bulk order.   
If you lift heavy items and you havenôt yet been 

asked for your shoe size, please speak to one of 

the shop managers. 

CCTV at The Recycle 
Warehouse 
Many of you will have noticed CCTV being 
installed by the County Council at the warehouse 
recently.  Although we had no part in the 
decision to install this we think it will be a benefit 
to the shop, helping to protect volunteers and 
staff.  
 We may also be able to catch any sneaky 
people going through the site at night time! 
 

Action 21ôs becoming a charity! 
You may have heard rumours on the grapevine that weôve 
been looking into how we can become a charity.  After 
much hard work by Rick our General Manager it looks like 
we might be one step closer.  Day to day you wonôt see 
much change. The re-use side of things will stay 
completely the same and although there may be some 
changes to which projects weôre allowed to deliver (we 
have to prove every project has charitable aims) weôre 
making big efforts to ensure that anything not deemed 
charitable is still delivered externally as theyôre all really 
good projects. 
 
Weôll send you more news as things develop but we just 
wanted to let you know as weôre all really excited about 
this change and the benefits weôll get from becoming a 
charity! 

 

Allotment Fun 
Weôve been busy over the past few 
months clearing, digging and weeding!  
At our allotment restoration project on 
Dobson Lane, Whitnash. Weôve now 
cleared the entire allotment plot areas 
and started work on the woodland area 
on a beautiful sunny Saturday in 
February. Thank you also to everyone 
that helped tidy up Lillington allotment.  
A lot of hard work was put in ferrying 
wheelbarrows of fungi riddled paths 
and so now the children from Lillington 
childrenôs centre will be able to 
continue enjoying and learning about 
growing veg! 
 

mailto:nancyjones90@gmail.com
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The Re-Useful Garden Gang 
Lucy Bishop and some of our other green champion volunteers are 
planning to build a plastic bottle greenhouse. If you have any 1.5 litre 
clear plastic bottles (washed with the labels removed) please drop 
them off at either of the re-use shops.  And watch this space for news 
of when weôll be organising a work day ***** 
 

 
 
 
 

Hello and Good Bye 
 
 

Thank you and good bye  
 
Steven Coulsting has been a Board Director since the very beginning of Action 21 and 
helped set the Energy Group up.  Stevenôs achievements are far too numerous to list them 
all, however, recently heôs been instrumental in securing over Ã10,000 of funding from 
Scottish Power for an insulation project in Sydenham. 
 
Barbara Weed and Matthew Rhodes have also recently stepped down from the Board so 
that they can concentrate their time and energy into new things. We wholeheartedly thank 
Barbara, Matthew and Steven for all the direction and support theyôve provided the staff and 
volunteers over the years and wish them all the best for the future! 
 
Two of our office volunteers, Meghan Tyrer and Gillian Glencross have gained employment!  
Gillian has been with us since last summer and has become a valued part of the office team 
so weôre very sad to see her leave but very happy for her at the same time! 
 

 
Hello 
 
Å Food Co-ops in Sydenham and Warwick: Alison, Ali, David, Mary, Victoria Alcock, 

Victoria Bailey and Yvonne 
Å Shop volunteers: Andrew, Ann, Daniel, Chloe, Chris, Christina, Eric, Emma, Fiona, 

Graham, Jo Chorley and Joe Mottram, Kieran, Maddy, Michael, Paymaan, Pete, 
Sam, Simon, William, Yujie 

Å PAT volunteers: Danny, Jon, Roy 
Å Online sales: Kirsty 
Å Bike team: Andreas, Greg, Ian, Katrina, Matthew, Norton, Richard 
Å Gardening: Brian, Karen and Michelle have joined the team regularly helping out in 

the nature/nurture garden at Dobson Lane, and we also have lots of one-off 
volunteers helping out at the weekend work parties.   

Å Education: Cat 
Å Our new volunteer photographers: Liz, Asad and Emily 
Å Communications: Clare, Heather and Stephane 
Å ECO team: Christelle 
Å Office volunteers: Laurence and Meghan  
Å Fundraising: Josie  
Å Solar 300: Yiyang 
Å Directors: Nancy and Gitta 
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Bike Repairs for Volunteers and 
Staff 
We want to encourage and support our volunteers and 
staff to travel sustainably so weôre happy to repair bikes 
providing that it belongs to a current volunteer/member of 
staff who uses it as their primary mode of transport for 
Action 21 business.  There will be a small charge for such 
repairs, with a guide of £5 for a minor repair and £10 for 
more major damage. This is at the discretion of Laura, 
the Bike Project Officer and will be quoted before work is 
undertaken. 
 
If youôd like to book your bike in you can call Laura on 
01926 453030 but we canôt guarantee how long itôll take 
to repair or that weôll definitely be able to fix your bike for 
you.  If itôs necessary to buy new parts the cost of these 
will be added to your bill.  

 

Food days 
Judy our community food officer and Jo Jo Norris a 
volunteer ran two pumpkin days last autumn, in Lillington 
and Sydenham which were really well attended. In 
February Judy also ran the Spice It Up day at Lillington 
Youth centre. Kids had fun making chapattis with yummy 
seasonal veg. 
 
Thanks to all the volunteers who turned up to lend a hand. 

 

Kateôs gone on maternity leave 
Weôre saying a big Good Luck to Kate our Education officer 
whoôs going on maternity leave to have her first baby!  
Weôre all really excited to be welcoming the first Action 21 
staff baby so congratulations Kate and Nigel!   
 

Welcome to Sam ï our newest member of staff 
 
Action 21 keeps on growing!  The most recent recruit is Sam Walby, our new Interim 
Energy Manager.  
 
Sam is responsible for our two Energy projects, The Sydenham Community Insulation 
Project and Solar 300 (our solar hot water heating project).   If youôre interested in 
getting involved in either of these projects you can email sam@action21.co.uk or call 
the office on 01926 456067 

 

mailto:sam@action21.co.uk
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Clapham Terrace School Forest garden -the story so far..... 
In April, Action 21 were contacted by a teacher at the school who was disappointed with the 
state of disrepair the schoolsôs wildlife area was in. As she had been a pupil at the school 
herself some years ago and there had been no green space at all, she was keen to put the 
wildlife garden back into use for the children to enjoy. 
  
After meeting the 'Eco Warriors' the school's green group we made some plans for the 
garden. Raised beds were put in, the garden was tidied, Jay an Action 21 garden gang 
member made some log benches for us and a willow arch was commissioned. Our last work 
party was attended by Ali and the youngest member of the team Eleanor where we enjoyed 
a lovely afternoon tidying the garden in beautiful autumnal sunshine. 
 
Weôve got to go back to the school sometime this Spring to finish off the rockery.  This will be 
the last project day after which the kids will be able to use and enjoy the green space! If 
youôd like to help on this last day please contact Amy. 

 

Above & Beyond Volunteers  
Asad ï taking really good photos of our events 
Cat ï helping entertain the kids with art activities at the Green Christmas Fair 
Eleanor and Ali ï helping at Clapham terrace and at the pumpkin day 
Tom Grover and John Webber ï helping sort the PAT machine for us and being excellent 
volunteers in general 
Gillian ï for excelling in the office, completing an NVQ in Business Administration, always 
being reliable, flexible, pro-active and happy to take on any task! 
John McArthur, Jason Godden and Richard Davy for their regular continued support at Dobson 
Lane whatever the weather 
Ann Goodwin ï Sheôs brilliant!  She helped loads with the xmas party plans and found all the 
presents for the kids.  Annôs been with us for over 2 years now!  
Rosie ï for picking up the pieces at The Recycle Warehouse on Monday mornings 
Rosemary and Pippa ï continuing support with books at the re-use shops 
Liz Drake ï continuing enthusiasm, taking brilliant photos for us at our Christmas party, 
evening meetings and on lots of other occasions. 
Zani Franklin ï stepping in to cover other volunteers at Warwick Co-op 
Lizzie Brown ï it is great to have her back at the RUC as she can sell almost anything to 
almost anyone. She often brings food for all the volunteers and staff to share too! 
 

We need more Online Sales and PAT volunteers 
Weôre going from strength to strength in our re-use projects.  Sales at the 
Re-Useful Centre in Sydenham continue to grow and weôve recently set up 
a 2nd PAT workshop so we can test more electricals. To keep up with the 
amazing supply of goods we really need a few more online sales and PAT 
volunteers.  These are two very different areas of volunteering and will 
appeal to different sorts of people.  If either of these appeals to you (or you 
know someone that might be interested) please speak to one of the shop 
managers or Amy. 
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Q. How many climate sceptics does it take to change a lightbulb?  

A: None. It's too early to say if the light bulb needs changing. 

Once upon a time in a land far away, a beautiful, independent, sustainability-
minded princess happened upon a frog as she sat contemplating ecological 
issues on the shores of an unpolluted pond in a protected meadow near her 
castle. 

The frog hopped into the princessô lap and said: ñElegant Lady, I was once a 
handsome prince, until an evil witch cast a spell upon me. One kiss from you, 
however, and I will turn back into the dapper, young prince that I am and 
then, my sweet, we can marry and set up housekeeping in your castle with 
my mother. There you can prepare my meals, clean my clothes, bear my 
children, and forever feel grateful and happy doing so.ò 

That night, as the princess dined sumptuously on lightly sauteed frog legs 
seasoned in a white wine and organic onion cream sauce, she chuckled and 
thought to herself: ñYeah, right!ò 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maker Faire 
Have you heard of this fun and crazy idea? Itôs all about celebrating the Do-It-Yourself mindset.  
Itôs for creative, resourceful people who like to tinker and make things.  We think it might fit in 
perfectly with Action 21ôs re-use efforts, helping us find a way of making good use of all those 
unwanted donations. 
 
Weôve already been doing some of these things informally, like the bike mechanics making a 
bike rack, using old toilets and sinks to grow things in at the Re-useful centre and recently weôve 
had a competition to find innovative uses of all the old VHS videos we canôt sell.   
 

 

 

 

If there are any inspector gadgets 
or robot wars enthusiasts 
amongst you then please let us 
know as you might be able to 
help us turn this idea into a real 
event! 
 

Quote of the Month  

ñThere is a sufficiency in the world for man's need but not for 

man's greed.ò  

Mohandas K. Gandhi 
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Eco-Rangers Newsletter  
(Juniors) Edition 1 2010 Feb/March 

 
Welcome to the first edition of the eco-rangers newsletter in 2010. Weôve got loads of fun 
things for you to do, learn and find out.   

                      Wishing you lots of green vibes, Action 21 xx 
Recycling puzzle 

 
        Whatôs the earthôs main source of energy?  

     Connect the dots to find out 

                                                                                             
 
For some more games, ask your parent or guardian if you can have a look at this website: 

Find these "Items 
You Can Recycle" 
hidden in the 
letters 
 
ALUMINUM  
PLASTIC 
CANS 
WATER  
GLASS 
GRASS  
NEWSPAPERS 
CLIPPINGS 
 
(http://energyquest.
ca.gov/games/seek
-a-word/index.html)  

 

Energy Anagrams 
 
Rearrange the letters to discover 
some words about energy 
 
IGBLHB TLU = _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ 
 
REETIITYCCL = _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
HTE SNU = _ _ _  _ _ _ 

 


